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THE DOLMEN FIELD AT AL-MURAYGHAT
(Pl. XIX)

ELZBIETA DUBIS anp STEPHEN SAVAGE

ABSTRACT: Al-Murayghat is a large, ceremonial site consisting of a series of circles and rectangles of standing
stones with cobblestone floors, an extensive menhir and dolmen field. Two seasons of survey and mapping of
the site have located 101 dolmens. Studying the megalithic structures and the dolmens can help us to understand

aspects of ceremonial life in Early Bronze Age society.

The semi-arid highlands of central Jordan are
a very interesting area in which to study the interplay
between human activity and the environment. The
Madaba Plain forms a distinct geographic unit with
an area of about 2000 km?, within this region. It is
limited by the Dead Sea on the west, the Amman
Hills on the north, the desert steppes on the east,
and Wadi Mujib on the south (Fig. 1).

In the summer of 2000 an archaeological survey
was initiated in the southwestern part of the Madaba
Plain. The Moab Archaeological Resource Survey
was established as a spin-off from the Tell Madaba
Archaeological Project to collect settlement, archaeo-
logical, and environmental data from that area. In
the 2000 season detailed mapping was conducted at
three sites, Khirbet el-Qarn al-Qubish, al-Murayghat,
and Libb. The project was led by Stephen Savage
from Arizona State University.! Additional mapping
at al-Murayghat was done in 2001, and test excava-
tions were paced at Qarn.

One of the sites mapped was al-Murayghat. It is
a large, ceremonial site consisting of a series of mega-
lithic circles and rectangles of standing stones with

I Another members of the survey team were: Timothy
Griffith, Dayle Elder and the representative from the Jordanian
Department of Antiquities, Reem Shgour. Dr. Christopher Caran
was a geological consultant. Elzbieta Dubis studied a dolmen
field.

© Elzbieta Dubis, Stephen Savage, 2001

cobblestone floors, an extensive menhir and dolmen
field and sherd and lithic scatter that stretches across
approximately 25 hectares. The site is located south-
west of Ma’in, on the north slopes of the upper Wadi
Zerqa Ma’in, south of a large gravel quarry, whose
excavation 1s currently destroying the hills upon
which the dolmen field is located. The ceremonial
center of the site occupies a low, denuded hill, with
very little soil between bedrock terraces. It is
surrounded by larger hills on the west and north,
and on the southeast it overlooks the steep Wadi
Zerqa Ma'in (Fig. 2). The dolmen field is concent-
rated mostly on hills to the west and north, but there
are also dolmens to the south.

Bedrock in the Murayghat area is limestone, which
forms natural steps or terraces that are slightly tilted
to the southwest. These terraces are divided by natu-
ral cleavage into large, relatively rectangular slabs,
which were used by the inhabitants to construct the
dolmens, menhirs, and structures found on the site
and in the region. Observations done on the hill with
the largest concentration of dolmens indicate? that
bedrock is horizontally bedded on the western side
of the hill, but becomes slightly irregular on its east-
ern side. On the western side of the hill, joints be-
tween blocks are vertical and oriented 323 and 53°.
The joints with 53° azimuths are spaced farther apart

2 Dr. Christopher Caran — personal communication.

91



ELZBIETA DUBIS AND STEPHEN SAVAGE

ARCHEOLOGIA LII 2001

160 l&/ j C-”Fo L
(7 %
o VR
g %@
z ; -
1504 ¢ = < =
4 -]
= et
o w. s 5
=
%
140 w. Kalrein
130 -
:hMudlulm
Yoo
<
120
110-
‘ n] A )’b -
00000 - : T T i T T T
200000 210 220 230 240 250 260
0 5 10 20km
T T 1

Fig. 1. Madaba Plain region

than those with 323° azimuths. As a result, the beds
tend to break into blocks with length width rations
of 1.7 m to 2.3 m. Joints are perpendicular and their
directions change to the east, but are still perpendi-
cular.

Over the ages, megaliths have attracted the curio-
sity and interest of almost everyone who has seen
them. Al-Murayghat, called by the Arab Bedouins

3 C.R. CONDER, The survey of Eastern Palestine: Memoirs
of the Topography. Orography, Hydrography, Archaeology, etc.
vol. I. The Adwan Country, London 1889, pp. 184189,

4 N. GLUECK, Explorations in Eastern Palestine |, AASOR 14,
1933 —1934 (1934), p. 33 site 82.
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“Mraghat,” has been known since the 19th century.
C.R. Conder noted 150 dolmens in this area during
his survey east of the Dead Sea in 1881.% Also
Nelson Glueck visited the Madaba Plain in 1933 and
mentioned the dolmen field here.* The site was
visited by A. Mallon in 1934.5 Prior to the commen-
cement of the Moab Archaeological Resource Survey,
the most recent visits were by Timothy Harrison® in

5 A. MALLON, R. KOEPPEL and R. NEUVILLE, Teleilat Ghas-
sul 1. Pontifical Institute, Rome 1934, p. 155, Plate 63; 4-9,

6 T. HARRISON, Shifting Patterns of Settlement in the High-
lands of Central Jordan during the Early Bronze Age, BASOR
306, 1997, p. 29 site No. 83.






